* @ City of Huntington Beach Planning Department

STUDY SESSION REPORT

HUNTINGTON BEACH

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Scott Hess, AICP, Director of Planning
BY: Andrew Gonzales, Assistant Planner A&
DATE: July 8, 2008

SUBJECT: 2007-2008 FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN ANNUAL REVIEW

LOCATION: Citywide

*

PROJECT REQUEST AND SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Flood Management Plan Annual Review represents a request to review the progress made over the past
12 months (July 2007 to June 2008) in implementing the recommended activities in the Flood Management
Plan (FMP).

The FMP was approved by the City Council in September 2000 following a recommendation of approval by
the Planning Commission. The purpose of the FMP is to identify potential flood hazards and activities to
mitigate flood damage. Section 8 (Recommendation) of the FMP contains activities to reduce or mitigate
flood damage. A matrix outlining the various activities, responsible departments, and status of each activity
is included as Attachment No. 1.

CURRENT LAND USE, HISTORY OF SITE, ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATIONS
Not applicable.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND TIMELINES

DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: MANDATORY PROCESSING DATE(S):
Not applicable October 1, 2008

The request is tentatively scheduled, as a non-public hearing item, for consideration by the Planning
Commission on July 22, 2008 and by the City Council on August 18, 2008. Following city review the report
must be submitted to FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) by October 1 of each year as part of
the annual re-certification. Failure to adhere to this deadline will jeopardize the city’s participation in the
flood insurance program.

This is the eighth annual review of the FMP. The Planning Commission, City Council, and FEMA have

accepted each past annual review as adequate and complete. The annual review and associated activities
maintain the City’s good standing with FEMA.
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CEQA ANALYSIS/REVIEW

The annual review is categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15306, Class 6 of the California
Environmental Quality Act, which states that information collection that does not result in major disturbance
to an environmental resource is exempt from any environmental review.

COMMENTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES

Updates received to date from all responsible departments have been noted in Attachment No. 1.

PUBLIC MEETINGS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

A floodplain brochure containing flood protection information is sent out annually to over 15,000 owners and
occupants of property located in a flood zone. In addition, flood protection information is also published
annually in the Sands. No public meetings have been held regarding this item. No comments or concerns
from the public have been received to date.

PLANNING ISSUES

The Flood Management Plan Annual Review provides an update on the progress made over the past 12
months in implementing the recommended activities in the FMP. Attachment No. 1 to this report is a matrix
which outlines the various activities identified in the FMP, responsible departments, and current status of
each activity. The Planning Commission’s role is to review the report for adequacy and completeness and to
forward a recommendation to the City Council. Staff believes that the annual review demonstrates that the
City continues to actively pursue implementation of the FMP.

ATTACHMENT: 2007-2008 Annual Review Matrix
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